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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meet ing Dat es

Friday 5th February

Wednesday 24th March 

Wednesday  21st April 

Wednesday 19th May 

Wednesday 24th June 

Wednesday 21st July

Wednesday 18th August

Wednesday 22nd September

Wednesday 20th October

Wednesday 17th November

Thursday 16th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session which 
is held at the beginning of each 
Council Meeting.

CEO Updat e

This month has been centred largely on administrative tasks, 
meetings, monitoring projects.

I attended the opening of the new GDC offices situated in 
Robinson Street, Carnarvon. The office was opened by Minister 
Alannah McTiernan and attended by representatives for the 
Shires of Carnarvon, Shark Bay and Upper Gascoyne. It was 
pleasing to see the new CEO for Shark Bay in attendance given 
he has only been in the job for a week. The GDC now have a 
shop front and the offices are very nicely appointed. Whilst 
there I did invite the Minister to come out to Gascoyne Junction 
for a visit given that she has not made it out this far.

The new house is taking shape with all the internals having 
been completed except the carport which will be constructed 
in the next couple of weeks. The externals are coming along 
with the new retaining wall nearly ready for concrete and the 
electrical works only require sign off from Horizon Power. All in 
all this is a very nice house and will provide a great asset for 
the Shire for many years to come.

As of the last Council meeting, we were undertaking our End of 
Year audit with William Buck for the 20/21 financial year. To 
date this process is still ongoing with the Auditors who 
continue their review of our audit reports and are preparing to 
finalise it with the OAG. I am hopeful to have the reports signed 
off by the next Council meeting in November.

September was a busy month at the Community Resource 
Centre. Throughout September we hosted two more of our Be 
Connected Series and a second COVID Vaccine Clinic which 
again was well attended.The Shire of Upper Gascoyne is 
definitely rolling up their arms to get vaccinated.We also 
welcomed the judging panel for Tidy Towns in early September 
to judge our entry into the 2021 Tidy Towns Awards.They were 
very complimentary of our town and the community feel.A 
special thanks to Sean, Nat and Ali for doing what they always 
do so well and having the town looking beautiful to welcome 
them.We also welcomed students from Exmouth and 
Carnarvon who spent two nights visiting the Shire with the 
Stephen Michael Foundation learning about life outback.
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During their time spent here they visited Bidgemia to experience life on a 
station, the Kennedy Range National Park and spent a morning learning Stories 
of the Junction at the Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School.

Visitors continued to call in to learn about what to do and see on their visit to 
the area and all are pleasantly surprised by our region.Many have chosen to 
spend more than a night here to relax and explore which is wonderful that they 
find here so welcoming.We are continuing to update merchandise in the CRC 
and now have Gascoyne Junction Polo Shirts.

Work is continuing on the new library system and getting our current stock of 
books, audio books and DVD into the system.This is loaded onto one of our two 
new public use computers at the CRC that are all hooked up to the internet and 
printer for you to use.Discussions continue and we are slowly getting closer to 
having the return of a regular medical clinic at the Gascoyne Junction CRC. 
Equipment has been ordered and we are getting the space ready to house these 
items.

We have a busy month planned ahead in October with small grants received to 
provide Children?s Week Activities and a Bike Safe initiative.Planning is well 
underway for the Community Christmas Party with more details being shared in 
the November edition of the Gassy Gossip.

There has been a bit more action down at the new tourist stop with footpaths 
and floor slabs being poured.GBSC have reached the decision to reconstruct the 
main carpark and bitumen surface.This will begin in the next few weeks.The new 
limestone wall has been constructed and we are working with the architect to 
design a ?welcome? statement to go in front of it.

Const ruct ion Crew :

We have finally managed to get some bitumen down on the Carnarvon Mullewa 
road project.Fulton Hogan arrived onsite on the 12th of October and will seal 
approximately 7.2km of the 12 km section.We will finish constructing the 
remaining section before Downer return in December to complete 
sealing.Unfortunately we have had a setback with the base course material that 
was carted into the last 3.5km.Testing was conducted on the gravel pit and 
results indicated that it met Main Roads specification.However after carting the 
material in and working it we discovered that it was unsuitable and we were 
unable to get sufficient compaction.While the material looked and tested good it 
simply wasn?t.We trialled blending it but it still did not perform as expected.We 
will cart this unsuitable material away and import conforming gravel.This will 
impact the overall budget however we believe this is a better outcome than 
constructing a road that will fail prematurely.
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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        say g'day t o...
Full name: Carl Julian

Nickname: Captain Carl

Place of birth: New Zealand

Favourite food? Lamb  rack & garlic

Favourite animal? Dog

Footy team: All blacks!

Where did you grow up? Bay of plenty NZ

Why did you move to the Upper 
Gascoyne? Land, lifestyle, peace

How long have you lived in the Upper 
Gascoyne? 8 months

What do I love most about the Upper 
Gascoyne? Nature and people 

What services or events would you like to 
see in the Upper Gascoyne? Music festival
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This art icle w as original ly publ ished in the Northern Guardian on 
Wednesday November 29, 2006.

bl ast  f r om 
t he past t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   ar t icl es 

on news and event s in t he upper  gascoyne. 

Joachim Azzopardi - A MEDAL has been struck to 
commemorate the centenary of Upper Gascoyne Shire.

The 37mm silver medal will be awarded to those who 
have been of service or contributed to the shire from 
1907 to 2007.

Upper Gascoyne shire chief executive officer John 
Newton said the medal would also be available to 
friends of the shire to raise funds and ensure the 
centenary of the shire in 2007 was an unforgettable 
occasion.

The medal features a modified Upper Gascoyne Shire 
seal containing the Latin phrase Vias Tutas Cupimas, we 
want safe roads, which was the motto the first council 
members chose.

A black swan, the Southern Cross and bullrushes have 
also been included.

Aside from the limited metals, each friend would also 
receive a book on the history of the shire written  by 
Bonnie Williams and have the opportunity to place a 
package in a time capsule to be opened in 2057. 

Gascoyne Junction Centenary committee chairman 
and shire councillor Inga Stocks said the event 
would be held in April next year to celebrate the 
festivity. The committee is meeting monthly to 
organise what has been described as a spectacle 
and one of the Gascoyne regions most significant 
events.

Cr Stocks said former residents who could not 
make it up for the event were welcome to attend  a 
function at Kings Park in Perth.

After 100 years, Upper Gascoyne Shire is still 
continuing what it originally set out to do - build 
and maintain roads. 

Cr Stocks said she would like to see the road from 
Carnarvon to Meekatharra sealed sometime this 
centenary and a river crossing built similar to 
Bibbawarra Road.

"The river crossing at times is unpassable for 
weeks" she said. "Some years this might only 
happen a couple of times but we has six last year".
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Do you have family recipe 
that you would love to 
share with us? Send it 
through to us at 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

Met hod

1.Bring a large pot of water to a boil over high heat. Add the pasta and continue to boil until tender (7-10 minutes). 
Drain the pasta in a colander.

2.While the pasta is cooking, prepare the creamy tomato sauce. Dice the onion and mince the garlic. Add the onion, 
garlic, and olive oil to a large skillet and sauté over medium heat until the onions are soft and translucent (3-5 
minutes).

3.Add the diced tomatoes, oregano, basil, crushed red pepper (optional), salt, and some freshly cracked pepper to 
the skillet. Stir to combine. Add the tomato paste and a 1/2 cup of water to the skillet and stir until the tomato 
paste has mixed into the sauce.

4.Turn the heat down to low. Cut the cream cheese into a few pieces and then add them to the skillet with the 
tomato sauce. Use a whisk to stir the sauce until the cream cheese has fully melted and the sauce is creamy. Add 
the Parmesan to the skillet and stir until it is melted into the sauce.

5.Add the fresh spinach to the skillet and gently stir it into the sauce until it has wilted (2-3 minutes). Add the pasta 
and stir until it is well coated in the creamy tomato sauce. Taste and adjust the salt and pepper as needed. Serve 
warm.

Ingredient s

2 cups penne pasta 1/2 tsp. salt

1 brown onion 1 tbsp. olive oil

2 tbsp. tomato paste 50g cream cheese

50 g canned diced tomatoes 1/2 tsp. dried oregano

100 g  fresh spinach 1/2 tsp. dried basil

Freshly cracked black pepper to taste 1/4 cup grated parmesan

2 cloves garlic or (2-3 tsp. minced garlic)

1 pinch crushed red pepper (optional)

CREAMY TOMATO AND SPINACH PASTA
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Spooky...

Lifet im e

Achievem ent

Things got a bit spooky in Gascoyne Junction 
late in the afternoon of October 31.  Eight scary 
and frightening ghosts and ghouls were 
spotted near the CRC.  They were seen walking 
around the streets of Gascoyne Junction 
knocking  on residents doors and yelling TRICK 
OR TREAT!

Residents thankfully seemed well prepared and 
were able to send the ghosts and ghouls on 
their way with providing treats.  Not even the 
high 30s temperature and  wind gusts could 
stop them seeking sugary treats. 

They were finally rounded up just before 6 and 
were taken back to where they had come from 
with bucket loads of sweet treats to keep them 
happy at least for another year. 

Be on the look and prepared next Halloween 
for the Junction Ghost and Ghouls.  Thanks  for 
treating them so nicely folks. 

Congratulations to Shire President Cr Don 
Hammarquist for being awarded the 
Lifetime Achievement Award at the RWWA 
Country Racing Awards held on Friday 
October 29.  This was  in recognition of his 
hard work and passion for country racing. 

In an interview on the night Don was a litt le 
stunned by the award which was 
unexpected.  Reflection on what he and his 
horses have achieved Don spoke of his 
passion for local community and he looks 
forward to continuing this work.   He is very 
proud of our local race meetings as they are 
such an important part of the social 
calendar of  our communities.  He also still 
gets excited winning a maiden at Landor.   



38

The plane at the Visitor Stop has been put 
in place.  The 1962 Cessna 182E VH-DMT 
was owned by Laurie Bain from 
Woodlands Station.  The plane itself 
became well known in pastoral country 
and proved to be extremely reliable 
having never been involved in an accident 
or incident such as a forced landing.   
Laurie flew the aircraft for around 30 
years and only once did the engine cough.

Laurie started his early mustering days as 
a spotter with well known aerial 
mustering pilots, John Roulston and Dick 
Scott.  In 1967 he was granted an aerial 
mustering endorsement but only to fly on 
his own property and not below 500 feet.  
This was a joke , because it soon became 
apparent that unless the plane was fairly 
low and made a bit of noise it was ignored 
by those chewing their cuds, camped by a 
pool under the shade of a gum tree.   With 
the growing acceptance of aerial 
mustering people like Laurie were drawn 
into it and they were kept pretty busy 
mustering on other stations.   In 1988 
Laurie received a letter from the  
Department of Transport Civil Aviation 
granting him approval to act as an 
approved pilot for aerial stock mustering 
then in 1990 he was granted approval as a 
pilot who may conduct aerial stock 
mustering training and checking. 

The family sold Woodlands Station in 
2009.  DMT was hangared at Mt Augustus 
Station with the good grace of the 
Hammarquist family until Laurie agreed 
and was very happy to have her retired 
here in Gascoyne Junction on display  for 
all to share. 

1962 Cessna 182E VH-DMT in 
place at  t he Gascoyne Junct ion 

Visit or  St op. 

The roof is installed on the Ampitheatre 
at the Visitor Stop

Meet  DHT
G

O
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DECEMBER

27 Levi ChongWee

JANUARY

3 Ella Hoseason-Smith

3 Hazel McTaggart

3 John McCleary

17 Nat Rogers

17 Gracie Collins

NOVEMBER

4 Laney McKeough

14 Dustin Walker

16 Lulu Barnett

21    Dot Hammerquist
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER 
MONTH

A4 - $42.00

A5 - $26.00

A6 - $21.00

Business Card Size - $8.50

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or 
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.  
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be 

seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME
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