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COUNCIL NEWSOrdinary Council 
Meeting Dates

Wednesday 8th February

Wednesday 22nd March 

Wednesday  26th April 

Wednesday 31st May 

Thursday 29th June 

Wednesday 26th July

Wednesday 23rd August

Wednesday 20th September

Wednesday 25th October

Wednesday 22nd November

Thursday 14th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott 
Street, Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session 
which is held at the beginning of 
each Council Meeting.

CEO Repor t

I can honestly report that this month has been one of the busiest months in 
terms of travel that I have experienced since I commenced duties. On the 
10th of May I travelled to Denham and attended the Waste and 
Environmental Summit on the 11th. This summit was well attended and the 
presenters gave good quality information on a variety of Environmental and 
Waste related issues. For the last segment of the event I along with others 
were asked to sit on a panel and field questions from those present.

We are fast coming into the elections for 2023 please ensure you are enrolled 
as per the normal state election roll or on the owner / occupier roll. If 
previously on the owner / occupier roll you will need to re-enrol as enrolment 
is only valid for 2.5 years. Those sitting Councillors that are up for election are 
encouraged to once again nominate as I believe they have shown a great 
commitment to the Shire and are a pleasure to work with.

Small movements are happening with the Commercial Land Development, we 
now know that the land is not subject Native Title; we have sought to 
purchase the land freehold so that we can sub-divide into 8 Commercial Lots, 
this is currently being considered and is in the referral stage of the process. 
The residential land is somewhat slower as we are still waiting for the 
Yinggarda to formalise an ILUA. I believe the hold-up is between Yinggarda?s 
the new and old solicitors in respect to documents being handed over.

Obviously the jewel in the crown for the month was winning the overall 
Australian Tidy Towns Award along with four category wins and two highly 
commended awards as well. King Island is a beautiful place with a very 
likeable community, we were amazed that they had a cattle herd of 
approximately 100,000 cattle, running at one per acre.

The Banned Drinking Register has now come into force, I wrote to the 
Minister articulating our disappointment in the lack of consultation. I have 
received a response but it was more political speak rather than any 
substance.

The Staff and I have been busy building the 23/24 Budget, various aspects of 
this will be workshopped at this meeting. It will once again be challenging 
with large increases in our operating costs and contractor costs.

We have received an offer from LGIS for a cash settlement for Mick?s old 
house. It is nowhere near my initial estimate. I have written to LGIS seeking an 
increase in their offer.

The MFCS position has been advertised and I will close off applications on the 
2nd of June. At this stage it appears we have had a good response but I will 
need to rifle through the applications to determine the quality and suitability, 
shortlist and interview if required. Should I not find the right candidate I will 
re-advertise. Cherie has stepped up whilst this recruitment takes place.

It would be remiss of me not to officially recognise the wonderful contribution 
that Sa Toomalatai has made to our organisation over the past three years. Sa 
will be greatly missed by all of her work colleagues and we wish her all the 
best for the future.



5

CO
UN

CI
L N

EW
S

Manager  of  Finance and Corporat e Services Repor t

I have a feeling of bitter sweetness as I write my report for May ? this will be the last 
Officer?s Report that I submit for the Shire?s Ordinary Council Meetings as I finish my 
tenure here this month as the Manager, Finance & Corporate Services.

It has been particularly busy due to my impending departure, we started the month off 
with our interim audit which saw two auditors from William Buck attend our office for an 
onsite visit that lasted three days. As I head out the door our audit file sits with the OAG 
for final review, I am hoping that it will be closed out by the end of this week (council 
meeting week) and so far, the feedback received from our auditors has been good.

The Management Team have been working on the draft budget, populating figures for 
2023/24 with a high focus on our integrated strategic plan objectives. Travis from RSM will 
be onsite for this council meeting to deliver the first budget workshop with Councillors. I 
also conducted my team?s annual performance reviews, which is always a lengthy but 
necessary process.

As the CEO goes through the recruitment process for my role, the following months will 
continue to be busy for staff with the end of financial year just around the corner and the 
finalisation of the annual budget looming, in preparation for its adoption in August. 
Whilst the timing around leaving the Shire is not the best, I am confident that my team 
will be fine until such times a suitable replacement is found and appointed.

In closing I would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all the Shire staff and Councillors 
as well as the Junction community, who have made the last three years some of the most 
memorable for me. I have really enjoyed my time here and have always been made to 
feel welcome by everyone. I have met so many wonderful people and made some great 
friends along the way, it has been a truly amazing experience and one I am grateful for ? I 
wish the staff and Council all the very best for the future and I look forward to seeing you 
all again at the Community Christmas Party (I?ll even volunteer to sell raffle tickets on the 
night).

Com m unit y Resource Cent re Updat e
Aut hor  ? Ainlsey Hardie, Tour ism  & Com m unit y Developm ent  Of f icer

The Solar Eclipse has been and gone and the first of our Under Gascoyne Skies 
Festival.We were joined last minute by Sen. Linda Reynolds and the Hon. Melissa Price MP 
for the Solar Eclipse Viewing Party at Two Rivers Memorial Park who shared the event 
with visitors and locals and the Burringurrah Police. With glasses donned, deck chairs on 
the lawn and sausages sizzling the shared experience of watching the moon cross 
between earth and the sun and back again was enjoyed by all. It was wonderful to be able 
to showcase our fantastic new facility to Sen Reynolds and Rep Melissa Price, and for 
them to see the Building Better Regions Fund Grant project in completion.

The Mucky Duck Band and Solar Eclipse Discovery Tour was a successful night at the 
Junction Pub & Tourist Park drawing a large crowd who enjoyed music, dancing and a 
night of stargazing and astrophotography workshops. Cinema Under the Stars saw the 
Amphitheatre turn into an outdoor movie cinema with visitors and locals enjoying ET.
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Finally ANZAC Day was attended by 95 people at the War Memorial and began with a 
march with the West Australian 10th Lighthorse Organisation leading a march down 
Gregory Street followed by riders from the Carnarvon Horseman?s Club, students from 
the Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School and dignitaries and members of the 
public. Thank you Cr Jim Caunt and Cr Ray Hoseason-Smith for participating in the 
service. 

Over the eclipse, the entire region had numbers lower than expected. Approx 15 to 20 
thousand in Exmouth. We saw an influx of people travelling through Gascoyne Junction 
before and after the eclipse and many who chose Gascoyne Junction as a base for the 
eclipse to avoid crowds. Many travelled to Kennedy Range on the day of the eclipse. 
Many of these had made this decision from conversations at the Caravan and Camping 
Show and came in holding Festival flyers that they had collected which drew them to 
the area.

After interviewing members of the community and staff and producing videos for the 
National Judges, Sean and I sat for 2 hours with the judging panel on April 28 for the 
Tidy Town judging. They asked great questions about Gascoyne Junction and the Upper 
Gascoyne. We have certainly put our best foot forward.

On Friday May 19, Gascoyne Junction was awarded the Australian Tidy Town 
Sustainable Community Award on King Island. I would like to thank council for the 
opportunity to attend and represent the Upper Gascoyne and present to attendees on 
Friday morning, a twenty minute presentation on two of our projects. It was humbling 
to receive three outright category wins, a joint outright category win and two 
honourable achievement awards before being announced as the overall winner. On 
reflecting with the judging panel, the depth of our projects, the community 
engagement across the Upper Gascoyne, our vision outlined in the Community 
Strategic Plan as a Shire and the commitment to natural resource management and 
sustainable living was the cornerstone to our success. It was an honour to stand with 
representatives from the Shire to receive the award from the Governor General of 
Australia ? His Excellency David Hurley and his wife Linda.

This recognition is truly a community effort with projects from the Shire of Upper 
Gascoyne, the Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School, Junction Pub and Tourist 
Park, Department of Biodiversity, Conservation & Attractions ? Gascoyne Junction, 
Community Clubs & Organisations, contractors and consultants that have worked in 
partnership on projects and most importantly residents across the Shire all 
contributing to the outcome.

The reward is a reflection of the community spirit, innovation and resilience of those 
who call Junction home. On the evening, on accepting the award, past residents, 
Council Members and Shire Staff were acknowledged for the foundation stones that 
have been laid over the past thirteen years in rebuilding after the 2010 flood. 
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The importance of creating a town with facilit ies and services, and sense of 
community for residents current and future is the goal, and to achieve this in a 
sustainable way will always remain at the forefront of decision making in the Upper 
Gascoyne.

As the national tit le holders, Gascoyne Junction will now host the 2024 National 
Awards in Gascoyne Junction next year with delegates attending from across 
Australia. Keep Australia Beautiful Australia are looking forward to bringing their 
event to Gascoyne Junction.

GP Clin ic

Another GP Clinic in April and May. There is a lack of communication to GPs coming to 
run the clinic on what needs to be prepared. I have addressed this and will be 
attending a meeting on Zoom from King Island to raise issues to ensure that the 
delivery of service is consistent. The next clinic is June 7.

Grant s

We have been successful in getting grant funding for new gym equipment for the 
Upper Gascoyne gym, to run a road safety video campaign and community fun run 
and to host Gascoyne Rocks for National Science Week learning about the rocks on 
the ground and the sky in the Upper Gascoyne. We have also received a technology 
grant for upgrading the Telehealth computer in the CRC, as well as a digital 
capabilit ies for data collection and event delivery.

Tiny Town Tour ism  Award and WA Regional Tour ism  Conference

Attending the WA Regional Tourism Conference was valuable reconnecting with and 
making new connections across the industry, receiving industry updates, and being 
inspired by regional and indigenous tourism initiatives across not only WA, but the 
world. The Shire of Upper Gascoyne is poised to make the most of upcoming 
opportunities in the field. As one of six towns that were finalists in the Top Tiny 
Tourism Town for towns with populations less than 1500 we did not finish in the Top 
3. Dwellingup, Pemberton and New Norcia took the Gold, Silver and Bronze awards. 
As I mentioned in my previous report to Council, Gascoyne Junction being recognised 
as a finalists was an incredible achievement and ahead of schedule. Work will 
continue on the benchmarks outlined in this award as we look to enter again in 2024.

Digit al Market ing Cam paign

This report is a condensed version of the digital campaign that launched on May 1. 
We will receive a more detailed report at the end of each month that I will include in 
my monthly reporting to council. The team at Market Creations tested the 
advertisement for the first week and have tweaked the audiences that they thought 
could help the campaign which it did with over 900 post engagements to date. There 
has been a massive reach at just under 180,000. Our audience group is wide and 
varied for the first month instead of segmenting the groups, as this has proven 
effective. The video format have certainly proved to be the way to go over the static 
ads and there is lots of content to use and develop. The total spend so far in May has 
been $774.51 for this result. Please find a condensed version of the reporting so far, 
you will get detailed reporting next week explaining the whole months campaign. 
Below is a snapshot of some of the static ads.
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The visit to the region by Sean Scott Photography has also added a great new 
collection of still photography for our Upper Gascoyne Content Library. Tourism 
Western Australia have asked to share this content to their audience as Sean shared 
his five days in the Upper Gascoyne with his 332,000 followers. It has also seen growth 
on our Instagram page.

Manager  of  Works and Services Repor t

As usual this month has been extremely busy. The management team and I have been 
working together on the 23/24 budget and trying to close out another very busy 
financial year. I am happy to say that we will have completed all of our planned 
projects and capital acquisitions within budget and prior to the end of June. 2023-24 is 
looking to be another busy year with several major projects outside of our usual 
scope. These include a $1.1M concrete floodway across Dalgety Brook at Dalgety 
Downs, $4.5M bitumen upgrades on the route to Meekatharra, increasing our staff 
housing capacity and transformation of the office building to accommodate our 
growing workforce.

As you are aware, Gascoyne Junction has recently been named ?Australia?s Tidiest 
Town?. This is a massive achievement that is the result of many years of hard work by 
the entire team including past and present Councillors, CEO?s and staff. I would like to 
thank my team and recognise that every single person played a huge roll in making 
this a reality. Our entire community should be extremely proud.

Sean and John attended theWaste and Environmental Summit held in Denham earlier 
this month. Sean visited the Denham waste and recycling facilit ies to look for ways in 
which we can further improve on our management of recyclables and industrial 
waste. We have made some provision in our 23-24 budget so we can implement some 
changes to our waste management procedures.

The works on the Mt Sandiman Blackspot project is almost complete. The bulk of the 
works are complete however we still have some minor works to the approaches left to 
do before installing new signage. We will complete this by mid-June.

Dameon and Thomas have completed the emergency works associated with the 
heavy rainfall at the beginning of April. DRFAWA has proclaimed the event and as such 
we may be eligible to recoup expenses and reinstatement costs. Dameon and Thomas 
have resumed maintenance grading again. Thomas has completed Pimbee Road and 
will relocate back to Erong wile Thomas is finishing off the Landor Mt 
Clere/Meekatharra roads.

Sadly Ian Golding?s father passed away earlier this month. I would like to express our 
condolences on behalf of the shire to Ian and his mother, Lynne Golding, and their 
families on their loss. When Ian returns to work he will complete works on Mt 
Sandiman before moving off to the top of Ullawarra road to begin maintenance 
grading.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ORDINARY ELECTION

CLOSE OF ENROLMENTS

Shire of  Upper  Gascoyne

ROLL CLOSE: 5:00 PM Fr iday, 25 August  2023

You may be eligible to be enrolled to vote in the Local Government Elections on 21 
October 2023 if live in or are an owner occupier of rateable property in the Shire of Upper 
Gascoyne.

Resident s

You are automatically enrolled to vote if you are on the State Electoral Roll as at 5:00 PM 
Friday, 25 August 2023. If you are not already on the State Electoral Roll and meet the 
eligibility criteria, or if you have changed address recently, you must complete an 
enrolment form.

Electoral enrolment forms are available from the Shire of Upper Gascoyne, all post offices, 
all Australian Electoral Commission Offices or the West Australian Electoral Commission 
and must be completed and reach a Divisional Returning Officer in Western Australia by 
5:00 PM Friday, 25 August 2023

Non-Resident  Owners and Occupiers

If you are a non-resident owner or occupier of rateable property in the Shire of Upper 
Gascoyne and are on the State or Commonwealth Electoral Roll, you are eligible to enrol to 
vote. If you are not on the State or Commonwealth Electoral Roll and own or occupy 
rateable property in the Shire of Upper Gascoyne you may be eligible to enrol to vote. This 
applies if you were on the last electoral roll for the Shire of Upper Gascoyne prior to May 
1996 and have owned or occupied rateable property in the district continuously since this 
time. Please contact your local government for details. Owners of land who were on the 
last Local Government roll continue to retain that status until they cease to own the 
rateable property to which the enrolment relates. Occupiers do not  have cont inuous 
enrolm ent  and should cont act  t he Shire of  Upper  Gascoyne t o conf irm  t heir  
enrolm ent  st at us. To be eligible to enrol as an occupier, you will need to have a right of 
continuous occupation under a lease, tenancy agreement or other legal instrument for at 
least the next three months following the date of the application to enrol.

Joint  Owner  and Occupiers

If a rateable property is owned or occupied by more than two people, a majority of the 
owners/occupiers may nominate two persons from amongst themselves who are on 
either the State or Commonwealth Electoral Roll, to enrol as owner/occupier electors.

Corporat ions

A body corporate that owns or occupies rateable property may nominate two people who 
are on either the State or Commonwealth Electoral Roll to enrol as owner/occupier 
electors.

Enrolm ent  Form s for  Non-Resident  Owners and Occupiers Only

Enrolment forms can be obtained from the Shire of Upper Gascoyne and must be lodged 
with the Chief Executive Officer by 5:00 PM Friday, 25 August 2023.
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On Friday May 19, Gascoyne Junction was award the Australian Tidy Town Sustainable Community Award on King 
Island. Representatives from the Shire received the award from the Governor General of Australia ? His Excellency 
David Hurley and his wife.

Gascoyne Junction won four of the nine categories on the evening and received Highly Commended awards in two 
other categories

2023 Australian Tidy Town Sustainable Community - WINNER

Dame Phyllis Frost Litter Prevention Award - WINNER (Outback Packs, Bins Across Town, Containers for Change 
(Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School & Junction Pub and Tourist Park), Leave No Trace Signage in 
Kennedy Range National Park, Junction Race Club Busy Bees)

Environmental Sustainability ? Water - WINNER (Water Bore Project for Long Term Viable Water Source, Oval and 
Two Rivers Memorial Park Reticulation System)

Environmental Communication & Engagement - WINNER (Community Strategic Plan, Gassy Gossip)

Community  Health, Wellbeing and Interest - WINNER (Junction Netball Team, Upper Gascoyne Car Rally for 
Drought Resilient Communities, Gascoyne Junction GP Clinic, Community Christmas Party, Community Events, 
Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School ? Community Fundraising ? RFDS Ball, Pink Stumps Day, Junction 
Races & Gymkhana, Landor Races & Gymkhana, Kennedy Range Campdraft)

Environmental Sustainability ? Energy - HIGHLY COMMENDED (Solar Panels Junction Pub & Tourist Park, Solar 
Street Lighting, Dark Sky Lighting Policy)

Heritage and Culture - HIGHLY COMMENDED (Outdoor Museum Two Rivers Memorial Park, Signage at Kennedy 
Range National Park (DBCA), Stories of the Gascoyne (Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School)
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This recognition is truly a community effort with projects from the Shire of Upper Gascoyne, the 
Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School, Junction Pub and Tourist Park, Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation & Attractions ? Gascoyne Junction, Community Clubs & Organisations, 
contractors and consultants that have worked in partnership on projects and most importantly 
residents across the Shire all contributing to the outcome. The reward is a reflection of the community 
spirit, innovation and resilience of those who call Junction home.  On the evening, on accepting the 
award, past residents, Council Members and Shire Staff were acknowledged for the foundation stones 
that have been laid over the past thirteen years in rebuilding after the 2010 flood.  The importance of 
creating a town with facilit ies and services, and sense of community for residents current and future is 
the goal, and to achieve this in a sustainable way will always remain at the forefront of decision making 
in the Upper Gascoyne.

As the national tit le holders, Gascoyne Junction will now host the 2024 National Awards in Gascoyne 
Junction next year with delegates attending from across Australia.
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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This article was originally published in the Northern 

Guardian on June 14 2000.

bl ast  f r om t he past
t his segment  of  t he gossip  expl or es  past   
ar t icl es on news and event s in t he upper  
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    cal l ing  al l   l ocal  
cel ebr it ies...

The CRC is on the look out for our next 
SAY G'DAY candidates to star in future editions 

of the Gassy Gossip.

We want to know more about our community 
and our community is keen to get to know you!

So if you're interested in sharing more about 
yourself, like your favourite food, which footy 

team you support and what you like to do in your 
spare time, contact the CRC now with your 

answers to the questions below!

You could be our next local celebrity...
Full nam e:

Nicknam e:

Place of  bir t h:

Favour it e food?

Favour it e anim al?

Foot y t eam :

Where did you grow  up?

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne?

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  Gascoyne?

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  Gascoyne?

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o see in t he Upper  Gascoyne?
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dropping in updated copy
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Cont inent al Slice
INGREDIENTS
125g butter

1/2 cup caster sugar 60g copha

1/4 cup cocoa powder 200g dark chocolate

1 egg, lightly beaten 2tbsp hot water

1 tsp vanilla essence 2tbsp custard powder

1 3/4 cups crushed wheatmeal or other similar biscuits

1/2 cup desiccated coconut

1/2 cup walnuts, finely chopped

60g butter, softened

1 3/4 cups icing sugar mixture

2 tbsp custard powder

INSTRUCTIONS

Step 1

Grease an 18 x 28cm slice pan and line with baking paper.

Step 2

Combine the butter, sugar and cocoa in a saucepan and stir over low heat until butter is melted and mixture is 
well combined. Stir in the egg and vanilla, then cook, stirring, for a further 1 min. Remove from heat.

Step 3

In a bowl, combine the biscuit crumbs, coconut and walnuts, then stir in melted butter mixture. Press firmly over 
the base of prepared slice pan. Chill until firm.

Step 4

Meanwhile, to make the filling, using an electric mixer, cream butter until pale. In a separate bowl, sift the icing 
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JULY

4 Blanche Walker

7 Hamish McTaggart

13 Darcy McKeough

14 Carl Julian

17 Dameon Whitby

24 Jarrod Walker

30 Beth Burnett

AUGUST

1 Alys McKeough

18 Spags Burnett

18 Harry McKeough

20 Jodie Gibson

JUNE

19 Heejong Hwang

19 Cherie Walker

20 Sean Walker
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Upper  Gascoyne Locals in t he 2023 Gascoyne Dash

Sam  Cat er  - 215 

Finished 27t h  

Blanche Walker

Finished 10t h for  t he Quads

Cam eron Tubby

Finished 49t h  



29

G
A

SS
Y

 G
O

SS
IP

 

-------------------------------------------------------



30

G
A

SS
Y

 G
O

SS
IP

 



31



32



33

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community groups and not for profit organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES PER 
MONTH

A4 - $42.00

A5 - $26.00

A6 - $21.00

Business Card Size - $8.50

gASSiFIEDS

Are you looking for a place to get your business, your event, or 
your items for sale in front of the residents of the Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne?

Its time to book an advertising space in the Gassy Gossip.  
Whether its for one month or year round this is the place to be 

seen.

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SMOKO TIME
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