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CEO Updat e

The month of August has been one of ending the 

previous financial year and finalising the budget for the 

new financial year. The 202/21 budget has been 

challenging with at least five of six draft budgets due to a 

very complicated process in regards to flood damage 

repairs and other grants. A big shout out goes to my 

entire staff as they have all been involved in one way or 

another.

On a personal note I went to Perth to have a further 

scans and treatment. The scans all can back with no 

evidence of disease and a complete metabolic response. 

My oncologist has now taken me of all treatment and I 

will have regular scans to see determine if this disease 

has returned. I am not sure of the frequency of these 

scans but would imagine at least once every three to four 

months.I will be away for a couple of days at the end of 

the month as I need to finish off my current treatment 

program.

I attended various meetings over the month, these 

included:

1.GDC Meeting with Minister McTiernan- Announcement 

of State Government COVID 19 Stimulus Package

2.Police District Superintendent, Roger Beer? Mid West 

Gascoyne District.

3.Andrew Reid ? Hastings Technologies

I would like to welcome Sean Walker to our Shire, I am 

sure that with his knowledge, work ethos and experience 

in our area that he will be a valuable addition to our 

workforce. We now have one vacancy to fill and we will 

go to the market once budget has been adopted.

COUNCIL 
NEWS

Ordinary Council 

Meet ing Dat es

Wednesday 12th February

Wednesday 25th March 

Wednesday  29th April 

Wednesday 27th May 

Wednesday 24th June 

Wednesday 29th July

Wednesday 26th August

Wednesday 30th September

Wednesday 28th October

Wednesday 25th November

Thursday 17th December 

Council meetings commence at 

8:30am in the Shire Council 

Chambers located at  4 Scott Street, 

Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 

welcome to attend the council 

meetings and participate in the 

Public Question Time session which 

is held at the beginning of each 

Council Meeting.
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This month has been consumed by work on the 2020/21 Budget. The Management team have 

been busy with budget reviews and lengthy discussions around work plans, programs and projects! 

Mapping out the next 12 months has been a sobering experience as it quickly brought to our 

attention just how busy we will be with the delivery of some very big projects on the horizon.

The influx of visitors to our area continues to grow which has been great to see, our new Customer 

Service Officer Billie has been quick to adapt to busy life in the CRC during this time. We continue to 

receive great feedback from customers about the condition of our roads and how beautiful our 

part of the country is ? we hope that the positive experiences of tourists to our area will encourage 

others to come and see what the fuss is all about.

Staff are ready to hit the ground running in anticipation of the 20/21 budget and are eager to get 

the ball rolling on recruiting a new team member to the Shire who will assist with the general 

operations of the CRC and most importantly, focus on further community development and lift ing 

our tourism profile. We all look forward to some exciting times ahead in 2020/21!

The Premier announced as part of the States COVID-19 Recovery Plan a series of initiatives for the 

Gascoyne Region. The Shire of Upper Gascoyne, through Horizon Power, are getting a Battery 

designed to smoothen the load for Solar Power and enable further solar power to be installed. I 

was disappointed that we did not receive any funding for alternative water initiatives or for our 

National Parks.

On a Local Government sector front there has been a review undertaken on a proposed new Local 

Government Act. This report came back with 65 recommendations, WALGA have made an initial 

assessment of such. The SUG have also made an assessment and has provided a written response 

on all recommendation to both WALGA and our WALGA Zone. In my view the review was probably 

an opportunity missed with many recommendations that are not practicable especially regarding 

rural and remote Local Governments.

Grant s

No new grants have been submitted at this point in time.

Subm it t ed Close Dat e Project Grant Provider Grant  Project  Cost Result
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Maint enance Graders:

While there was some moisture in the roads we engaged another contractor for five days to perform 
maintenance grading.Unfortunately Thomas has needed to take leave so Ray Hoseason-Smith jumped in the 
grader to continue on the C?von Mullewa road towards the boundary.Ian has started grading Ullawarra road 
and tidied up the Mooka and Mardathuna roads.

The amount of traffic has been phenomenal taking its toll on the roads.Our priority roads have required 
additional grades already.

Const ruct ion Crew :

We have completed our first Black Spot project on the cobra hill.The blasting and lowering was successful and 
the new alignment has removed the corner away from the hill.We were able to redirect drainage through one 
floodway which we cement stabilised and bunded.In between the crew mobilising to the Burringurrah hill, we 
will carry out some grading and rolling of rough sections of road between Cobra and Mt Augustus.

Equipm ent :

As mention, we have been busy preparing our budget and securing appropriate plant.At this stage we have 
placed orders on replacing two works utes, a new widening drop deck and purchased a second hand Mack 
CH470 prime mover.The prime mover will be sent to Ausquip in Bunbury to have the chassis extended and a 
tipper body fabricated and fitted.We engaged an independent diesel fitter to inspect the Mack who found it to 
be in top condition with very minor defects to be repaired.

General:

I would like to welcome Sean Walker to the team as Town Maintenance Supervisor.Sean started on the 
10thAugust and has already made good headway into addressing our backlog of housing defects.

He will assist in project management, emergency management and OHS on top of housing and town 
infrastructure maintenance.One of our focuses is to improve our town?s overall appearance and community 
amenities.

We have been putting the finishing touches on delivering a positive budget with good outcomes for the whole 
community.As we stand it is looking like we are going to have a pretty big year in construction, capital 
purchases, community development and projects.

The rain has been a blessing for the roads and pastoralists.The town crew have been busy spraying, slashing 
and weeding.

The Junction Races are getting closer and the committee has started preparations. Once again the shire will 
offer to grade the track and gymkhana grounds. According to sources the event has sold out in the matter of 
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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        say g'day t o...
Full name: Christine Anne Polakiewicz

Nickname: Christmas

Place of birth: Subiaco

Favourite food? Roast Lamb

Favourite animal? Echidna

Footy team: Dockers

Where did you grow up? Perth

Why did you move to the Upper 
Gascoyne? Work

How long have you lived in the Upper 
Gascoyne? 10 Years

What do I love most about the Upper 
Gascoyne? The Serenity, open bush, night 
skies and weather

What services or events would you like to 
see in the Upper Gascoyne? Skate park, 
health services and a grand ball under the 
starts
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t his segment  of  t he gossip 

expl or es  past   ar t icl es on 

news and event s . This ar t icl e 

was or iginal ly publ ished  in 

t he  CARNARVON  COMMUNITY 

NEWS  IN  AUGUST  20  2004 

bl ast  f r om 
t he past
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what  is happening in your   cr c l ibr ar y

Need something to read but can't 

access our Library - we've got just the 

thing for you! Access all the library 

content you need with a click of your 

finger! Jump online and get access to 

eResources at home including eBooks, 

eAudiobooks, eMagazines, stream 

videos and online learning resources. 

ONLINE VIDEO TUTORIALS FOR ELIBRARY RESOURCES

Here is a list of step-by-step online video tutorials (eBooks and eAudiobooks, eMagazines and eFilms).  As 

you click on each link, you will notice down the right hand side of the screen you can select on the 

instructions for your specific device.

BORROWBOX- is an eBook and eAudiobook service that makes it easy to browse, preview, reserve, and 

download bestselling tit les on your electronic devices. The service is free to all library users, so all you need is 

a library card number - contact our friendly CRC and Shire staff for more information on how to access this 

great service!

https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/2077

OVERDRIVE/LIBBY/OVERDRIVE FOR KIDS- Borrow and download thousands of eBooks and eAudiobooks, 

includingfiction and nonfiction specifically aimed at 

children.https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/1451

RBDIGITAL- There are now more than 3,500 magazines to choose from, many of them in languages other 

than English.  Enjoy a huge range of full colour, interactive eMagazines to download and keep, from a wide 

range of genres including automotive, health & fitness, food & cooking, hobbies and even celebrity & gossip.  

No holds, no checkout periods, and no limit to the number of magazines you can 

download.https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/177

KANOPY -Gives you free access to over 30,000 movies and documentaries, including selections from 

Criterion Collection, the Great Courses, film festival winners, independent directors and much more.   

Streaming requires an internet connection. 

https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/3129

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.nicheacademy.com%2Fcityofwanneroolibraries%2Fcourse%2F2077&data=02%7C01%7Canna.pretorius%40slwa.wa.gov.au%7Cac25d503b0ee458c415108d7d7874e75%7Cc1ae0ae2d5044287b6f47eafd6648d22%7C0%7C0%7C637214848624490667&sdata=yIQZE98tFVKH9b8jJ%2F6Ronh%2FxRs3AzYVad5QH37HFR4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.nicheacademy.com%2Fcityofwanneroolibraries%2Fcourse%2F1451&data=02%7C01%7Canna.pretorius%40slwa.wa.gov.au%7Cac25d503b0ee458c415108d7d7874e75%7Cc1ae0ae2d5044287b6f47eafd6648d22%7C0%7C0%7C637214848624500665&sdata=d58r0Aqm7OkP9mczmd5bKXWSBCw510%2FnMpHJ4kK4eww%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.nicheacademy.com%2Fcityofwanneroolibraries%2Fcourse%2F177&data=02%7C01%7Canna.pretorius%40slwa.wa.gov.au%7Cac25d503b0ee458c415108d7d7874e75%7Cc1ae0ae2d5044287b6f47eafd6648d22%7C0%7C0%7C637214848624500665&sdata=y2v3xi5KBmTY9NMeT3REiItmuAkkpL29hGiZKB%2B28f0%3D&reserved=0
https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/3129
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Do you have family recipe 
that you would love to 
share with us? Send it 
through to us at 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au

Met hod

1. In a small bowl, lightly whisk together the yeast and warm milk and let sit until frothy- about 5 minutes.
2. Meanwhile, mix in a large bowl the flour, cornstarch, cardamom, cinnamon and salt. Once the yeast is 

ready, pour the mixture in with the honey, butter and one egg. Begin to mix with a wooden spoon and 
once it starts to come together, use your hands.

3. Once fully combined, turn the dough over onto a floured, clean surface and knead for about 6-8 minutes, 
or until the dough is nice, smooth and elastic. Form the dough into a ball and let rest in a covered, oiled 
bowl in a warm place for 1-2 hours, or until doubled in size.

4. Near the end of resting your dough, create your filling by creaming together all of the ingredients in a 
small bowl. 

5. After the dough has risen, punch it down, then roll it out into one large, thin rectangle. Spread the filling 
evenly, then carefully fold the top edge towards you, folding just halfway down, then bring the bottom 
edge up to meet that halfway line. 

6. Horizontally cut the dough into strips, about 1-2" wide, then cut the whole rectangle in half vertically 
(halving each strip). You should have about 12 total. Delicately twist each strip from the ends, twisting 
and lengthening until it 's nice and coiled, then knot it around itself and place on a baking tray with 
parchment paper. Repeat with each piece, leaving a couple inches of space between each roll on the 
baking tray.

7. Let them rise, covered with a cloth, for another 30 minutes while you preheat the oven to 175ºC. Brush 
the tops of each bun with a whisked-up egg yoke before placing in the oven to bake for about 15-20 
minutes or until golden brown. Remove, cool for several minutes, and then serve with butter, honey or 
jam.

Ingredient s

1 cup warm milk 1 egg plus 1 egg yolk for the tops.

2 1/2 tsp. yeast Fil l ing

2 1/2 cups plain flour (550g) 2 tbsp. honey

1/3 cups cornstarch 2 tsp. ground cinnamon

2 tsp. cardamom 1 tsp. cardamom

1 tsp. cinnamon 1 tsp. cornstarch 

1/4 tsp. salt 1/4 cup butter, softened (60g)

3 tbsp. honey 1-2 tbsp. brown sugar (optional)

1/3 cups melted butter (80g)

HONEY BUTTER CARDAMOM BUNS

Makes  apx. 12 Buns
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STRAWBERRY YOGURT BARK 

Met hod

1. Line a rimmed baking tray with baking paper.

2. Add 2 cups of the strawberries, yogurt, and coconut butter to a large bowl and stir to 

combine. Pour the mixture onto the baking sheet and spread into an even layer.

3. Sprinkle the remaining strawberries on top and drizzle with honey (optional). Freeze 

for 8 hours minimum.

4. To serve, break apart a piece of the bark and enjoy!

Ingredient s

2 ½ cups diced fresh or frozen strawberries

2 cups vanilla yogurt or flavor of your choice

½ cup melted coconut butter

Honey to drizzle (optional)

BRUSCHETTA

Ingredient s

2 cups chopped tomatoes 

1 finely diced red onion

4 garlic cloves finely chopped 

2 tbsp. extra virgin olive oil

1 tbsp. balsamic vinegar

1/4 tsp. ground pepper

2 basil leaves

6-8 slices of bread

Met hod

1. Finely cut up tomatoes, onions  and 

garlic.

2. Place all ingredients into a bowl and 

mix.

3. Set aside for 30 minutes to marinate.

4. Toast to bread to your liking.

5. Top with Bruschetta Mix
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bir t hday announcement s

SEPTEMBER

9 Stanley Hammarquist

20 Jason Windie

28 Mathew Hammarquist

29 Donald Hammarquist

AUGUST

1 Alys McKeough

18 Spags Burnett

18 Harry McKeough

20 Jodie Gibson

25 Theona Mitchell Smith
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community 
groups and not for profit 
organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES

A4 - $41.20

A5 - $25.75

A6 - $20.60

Business Card Size - $8.24

Locally owned and operated

15 years mustering experience in the 
Pilbara and Gascoyne.

Competitive rates

Phone: 08 99430832 or 0439920612

email: outbacktrax@hotmail.com

gASSiFIEDS

mailto:crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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SM OK O TIM E
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WE WISH TO ADVISE OUR 

CUSTOMERS THAT OUR OFFICE 

HOURS HAVE CHANGED  

THE CRC AND SHIRE OFFICE 

WILL BE CLOSED TO THE 

PUBLIC FROM 

3 PM EACH FRIDAY
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