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CEO Updat e

This month has been relatively productive with success 
on a number of grants that we have applied for, these 
include;

·Remote Airstrip Upgrade Program

·Federal Blackspot Funding

·State Blackspot Funding

·State Government Funding (GDC) forTouristPark Solar 
Project

·Federal COVID 19 Stimulus

On Wednesday the 20th May 2020 we went out to 
tender for the supply and installation of the solar 
system for the Junction Pub and Tourist Precinct. We will 
move this fairly quickly and anticipate that a successful 
tenderer will be appointed prior to the next June 
Ordinary Meeting.

We recently received advice from Landgate stating that 
they have recently completed the rural assessments of 
all properties as at the 1st August 2019. This will see an 
overall change of 85.97% across the Shire. The 
significant increase in RUV for the Shire is driven by last 
year?s change in Pastoral Lease Rents, which have a flow 
on effect to this year?s RUV, the RUV being calculated on 
the basis of 20 times the new full rental. This may cause 
confusion within the Shire as individual rate bills will 
increase despite the fact that the Shire have not 
increased the cents in the dollar. This issue has been 
widely canvassed by a host of Local Governments and 
the Minister for Local Government is well aware of the 
implications.

COUNCIL 
NEWS

Ordinary Council 
Meet ing Dat es

Wednesday 12th February

Wednesday 25th March 

Wednesday  29th April 

Wednesday 27th May 

Wednesday 24th June 

Wednesday 29th July

Wednesday 26th August

Wednesday 30th September

Wednesday 28th October

Wednesday 25th November

Thursday 17th December 

Council meetings commence at 
8:30am in the Shire Council 
Chambers located at  4 Scott Street, 
Gascoyne Junction.

All ratepayers and residents are 
welcome to attend the council 
meetings and participate in the 
Public Question Time session which 
is held at the beginning of each 
Council Meeting.
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Com m em orat ing ANZAC Day

Whilst it has been challenging to adapt to a ?new normal? in the current COVID-19 climate, 
staff have been determined not to let this hinder the continued delivery of core services to 
our community, and the celebration of significant dates in our calendar such as paying 
tribute to our ANZACs.

Shire staff honoured this special occasion by holding a small service at the memorial statue 
in April. As the service could not be attended by the public due to social distancing rules, 
staff decided to record the service and upload it to the shire?s website page and social 
media platforms for easy viewing by the community.

Although this is not the traditional way to mark the day, it was considered the best way to 
continue with the service and pay our respects to the ANZACs whilst adhering to COVID-19 
safety measures.

You can read more about the ANZAC Day service on 

page 28 of the Gassy Gossip.

I am currently undertaking a review of the State Road Funds to Local Government Agreement 
with the view of preparing a report. As always this is very time consuming and quite complex and 
it is heavily influenced by the Asset Preservation Model, which we know does not adequately 
recognise unsealed roads. I will present this report to our Regional Road Group and seek to have 
a resolution on the table to cause a review of the Agreement.

These are long term type processes and it is extremely difficult to remove ?rusted on? 
practices.We are still waiting on the Grants Commission to determine if our application is 
supported to move from Zone 16 to Zone 19 in the Asset Preservation Model, it is hopeful that I 
can report at the next June Ordinary Meeting of Council.

CRC and Shire Adm in Of f ice has Re-Opened t o t he Public

The CRC and Administration office reopened their doors to the public on the 4th May 2020 
as part of the State Government?s easing of further COVID-19 restrictions across the state.

Whilst we are back open for business, the operating hours of the CRC have changed slightly 
to reflect the following ?

- Monday to Thursday open from 8.30am to 4.30pm
- Fridays only open from 8.30am to 3pm
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The depot has received a storage upgrade.Shelving and racking has been installed in the new 
gardener?s shed and machinery shed.We have also installed cantilever racking outside the sheds to 
store our steel, pipe and signage posts.This will get all of our assets and materials up off the ground 
and make room in the yard for plant to manouvere around.Once the crew have completed the road 
works for 19/20 we will begin filling the racks and complete associated earthworks in the yard.

Maint enance Grading Updat e

The two graders have returned to maintenance grading.Unfortunately due to the weather events we 
have spent the best part of the last two months carrying out temporary reinstatement works.This has 
meant we are behind in our normal scheduled works and have had to alter our plans.Our crew have 
completed grading between Landor and Mount Augustus, currently working towards completing the 
Landor Meeka road and then onto Glenburgh.Cobra Mount Augustus and Cobra Dairy Creek roads 
have also been completed with some assistance from QEM in the flood damage works. Dependant on 
rain, our crew will either work towards Murchison or towards Gascoyne Junction.

In order to catch up on our road maintenance we have engaged a contractor to complete the southern 
end of Ullawarra road, Landor Mt Clere and Mt Clere Meeka roads. Once the construction crew have 
completed our 19/20 works, grading of our secondary roads that were missed including Woodlands, 
Pingandy and Mt Augustus Tourist Loop Road will take place.

Const ruct ion Crew  Updat e

The sheeting and bitumen works on Landor Mt Augustus Road are all but complete.The bitumen was 
laid on the 12th May and sheeting is expected to be completed by the 27th May. Signage will be 
completed in June.A total of 1.64km of bitumen was laid in front of the Burringurrah Aboriginal 
Community. The original scope was for 1km. Approximately 9 km of sheeting has been completed.

St orage Upgrade 
for  t he Depot

Sheet ing and 
bit um en near  
Bur r ingur rah
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   COUNCIL updat e....
                                                                  FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT    
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FLOOD   DAMAGE   REINSTATEMENT   REPORT   CONTINUED...
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        say g'day t o...
Full nam e: Scott Maxwell

Nicknam e: Max

Place of  bir t h: Orange,  NSW

Favour it e food?  Medium Rare Rib Fillet with 
Dianne Sauce

Favour it e anim al?  My dog Riley

Foot y t eam ?  The mighty South Sydney 
Rabbitohs.

Where did you grow  up? Central NSW

Why did you m ove t o t he Upper  Gascoyne?  
Started in the Gascoyne with Dampier Salt then 
moved to the upper Gascoyne for work with 
Diesel and Dust Mechanical.

How long have you l ived in t he Upper  
Gascoyne? Since October last year.

What  do I love m ost  about  t he Upper  
Gascoyne? The station country and the 
friendliness of the people.

What  services or  event s would you l ike t o 
see in t he Upper  Gascoyne? Apart from the 
pub re-opening I wouldn?t mind seeing a Rodeo 
in town.
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t his segment  of  t he gossip 
expl or es  past   ar t icl es on news 

and event s . This ar t icl e was 
or ignal ly publ ished  in t he  

NORTHERN GUARDIAN IN MAY 2003

bl ast  f r om 
t he past
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 Hello Everyone,

Hope you are all well and coping with restrictions of Covid 19....

With some of the group gathering number restrictions lifted recently, I 

think we can safely plan to have a craft weekend in June.

So...June 20th and 21st we will have an untutored weekend.. lets get 

together, catch up, share some laughs, good food and a few drinks... 

in between we should do some craft.. bring a project you've been 

working on or one you haven't yet had a chance to start..

Looking forward to seeing everyone.. Let me know if you're coming, if 

you need a bed, what 2 dishes you will be bringing( smoko, salad, 

lunch dish or desert)

xx

Tina

JUNCTION CRAFT GROUP
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what  is happening in your   cr c l ibr ar y
Need something to read but can't access 
our Library - we've got just the thing for 
you! Access all the library content you 
need with a click of your finger! Jump 
online and get access to eResources at 
home including eBooks, eAudiobooks, 
eMagazines, stream videos and online 
learning resources. 

ONLINE VIDEO TUTORIALS FOR ELIBRARY RESOURCES

Here is a list of step-by-step online video tutorials (eBooks and eAudiobooks, eMagazines and eFilms).  As you click on 
each link, you will notice down the right hand side of the screen you can select on the instructions for your specific 
device.

BORROWBOX- is an eBook and eAudiobook service that makes it easy to browse, preview, reserve, and download 
bestselling tit les on your electronic devices. The service is free to all library users, so all you need is a library card 
number - contact our friendly CRC and Shire staff for more information on how to access this great service!

https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/2077

OVERDRIVE/LIBBY/OVERDRIVE FOR KIDS- Borrow and download thousands of eBooks and eAudiobooks, 
includingfiction and nonfiction specifically aimed at 
children.https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/1451

RBDIGITAL- There are now more than 3,500 magazines to choose from, many of them in languages other than English.  
Enjoy a huge range of full colour, interactive eMagazines to download and keep, from a wide range of genres including 
automotive, health & fitness, food & cooking, hobbies and even celebrity & gossip.  No holds, no checkout periods, and 
no limit to the number of magazines you can 
download.https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/177

KANOPY -Gives you free access to over 30,000 movies and documentaries, including selections from Criterion 
Collection, the Great Courses, film festival winners, independent directors and much more.   Streaming requires an 
internet connection. https://my.nicheacademy.com/cityofwanneroolibraries/course/3129
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Dear Parents

The Commissioner for Children and Young People has released a new resource in which 
you may be interested ? children and young people?s views on the impact of COVID-19.  
It?s very interesting reading and there?s opportunity for students to contribute, whether 
they are at home or school.

https://equmail.equ.com.au/t/ViewEmail/r/4DB224A0FA51E95D2540EF23F30FEDED/A02FDADBB66CCD9899699BF78E330EB9

Due to restrictions around COVID, the school psychologist service is unable to visit at 
present.To bridge this gap our Lead School Psychologist Sharyn Jones has worked with 
colleagues to develop some resources to support parents through this challenging time.  
These topics will complement the resource attached and are relevant, regardless of 
whether children are at home or school, primary or secondary, and even beyond 
COVID-19.

Topic 1: Maintaining routines

Topic 2: Dealing with uncertainty

Topic 3: Taking time to talk

Topic 4: Self-care

The first topic, maintaining routines is attached for your information.

This information will also be posted on our facebook page.

Kind regards

Chris Polakiewicz

Christine Polakiewicz

Principal

Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School

Together we succeed
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Maint ain ing/Est ablishing Rout ines ? Day 1 Post  (t o be uploaded w it h Routine SS Day 1 
im age)

Maintaining routines help children and adults have a sense of predictability and can help us 
cope during uncertain times. Maintain your usual family routines including bedtimes and 
mealtimes as much as possible. A daily visual or written timetable can help children stay 
on-task if they are learning from home (an example is provided below). If you are working 
from home, set up some rules and boundaries such as setting aside times your children can 
come to you for help and what they need to do when you cannot be disturbed.

For more information and examples please visit 
https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/au-uken/get-started/parenting-during-covid-19/or 
listen to the Parenting in a Pandemic podcast series 
https://pfsc.psychology.uq.edu.au/parentinginapandemic.
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Wint er  Veget able Garden

It is a great time of the year to plant those 
vegetables and herbs.

- ·Beetroot
- ·Broccoli
- ·Cabbage
- ·Carrot
- ·Lettuce
- ·Onions
- ·Parsley
- ·Parsnip
- ·Beans
- ·Radish
- ·Silver Beet
- ·Snow Pea
- ·Spinach
- ·Swedes
-  Turnips

Seeds vs. Transplant s

Decide whether you want to start vegetables from 
seed or purchase young plants from a garden centre. 
If you?ve decided on seeds (e.g., peas, beans, squash, 
lettuce, beets, or radishes), note that most annual 
vegetables should be started indoors about six 
weeks before the last frost in your region. Some 
plants (such as carrots, beans, and peas) can be 
sown directly into specific directions.

Your transplants will mature sooner and give you an 
earlier harvest than starting plants from seed. 
Because they?re stronger when put in the garden, 
transplants also do a better job of during the 
growing season.

Some of the leafy vegetables are ready for harvest in 
as litt le as 6 weeks, while some root vegetables can 
take weeks to mature. Check the seed packet for 
details.

Pest s and diseases

There are fewer pests and diseases, while it is might 
prefer to buy seedlings from a nursery or garden 
centre and transplant them into the garden. This 
method works best for slow-growing plants such as 
broccoli, celery, and kale. Note that

Starting to cool down giving you much needed relief 
from constant pest control or the dreaded heat. 
However, continue to ensure good air circulation 
through enough spacing to minimise growth of 
fungal diseases such as powdery mildew, and mealy 
bugs I am finding at the moment. Also avoid 
watering the leaves of the plants as trapped 
moisture will harbour diseases.

Maint enance

Another advantage of growing in winter is that less 
watering is needed due to lower evaporation rate. 
You may only need to water your plants during 
longer dry spells. Feed your plants with organic 
matter such as manure, which is readily available 
around the Junction, fish or seaweed solution every 
few weeks to encourage rapid growth and maximise 
your crop.

GUS THE 
GARDEN GURU
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Do you have family recipe 
that you would love to 
share with us? Send it 
through to us at 
crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au
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This year saw an un-precendented change in the way that 
the 2020 ANZAC Commemorations were held across the 
globe.  WIth many organisations impacted by restrictions 
implemented by the Federaland State Govenment to help 

prevent the spread of COVID. 

With this in mind the the Shire of Upper Gascoyne chose to 
commemorate the spirit of the ANZACS by holding a small 
service and broadcasting the service via facebook . A postal 
drop took place and each household was provided with a 
poppy and a small leaflet advising them of how they could 

participate in the service from the safety of their own 
homes. 

Our service took place with five people and was hosted by 
CEO John McCleary, the following prayer was read by Sa 
Toomlatai:

"God of love and liberty, we bring our thanks this day for the 

peace and security we enjoy, which was won for us through the 

courage and devotion of those who gave their lives in time of 

war. We pray hat their labour and sacrifice may not be in vain, 

but that their spirit may live on in us and in generations to 

come. That the liberty, truth and justice which they sought to 

preserve may be seen and known in all the nations upon earth. 

This we pray in the name of the one who gave his life for the 

sake of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen"

Followed by the Ode which was read by Scott Maxwell. The 
broadcast was published  via facbook on  the 25th April a 
litt le bit later than advertised due to technical difficulties and 
has been viewed  874 times.

2020 anzac 
commemor at ions
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gASSiFIEDS
TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CONTACT US 
CRC@UPPERGASCOYNE.WA.GOV.AU

Free advertising for community 
groups and not for profit 
organisations.

ADVERTISING RATES

A4 - $41.20

A5 - $25.75

A6 - $20.60

Business Card Size - $8.24

A big thank you to Dust Up Projects for 
donating free freight to bring out the  
ANZAC day wreath flowers.

Locally owned and operated

15 years mustering experience in the 
Pilbara and Gascoyne.

Competitive rates

Phone: 08 99430832 or 0439920612

email: outbacktrax@hotmail.com
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bir t hday announcement s

MAY

3 Dylan Hoseason - Smith

9 Kevan Pronto Brand

18 Betty Fletcher

27 Barney McTaggart

JUNE

13 Sa Toomalatai

19 Cherie Walker 

20 Sean Walker 

JULY

4 Blanche Walker

7 Hamish McTaggart

13 Darcy McKeough

15 Danny Smith

24 Jarrod Walker

30 Beth Burnett
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SM OK O TIM E
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PIRATES WORD SEARCH
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WE WISH TO ADVISE OUR 
CUSTOMERS THAT OUR OFFICE 
HOURS WILL BE CHANGING AS 

OF 29TH MAY 

THE CRC AND SHIRE OFFICE 
WILL BE CLOSED TO THE 

PUBLIC FROM 

3 PM EACH FRIDAY

44


	2020 May Gassy Gossip
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44


