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 Council News 

October 2018 

 

Dear Readers 
 

As I have kept you all informed of my current health issues it is only right that I continue to 
keep you up to date. Recently I went to Perth and had an ultra-scan on a lymph node in my 
neck that was showing a bit of action in a recent PET scan. They did a fine needle biopsy 

and unfortunately this revealed that the melanoma in my cheek had spread. Given this, the 
decision was made to remove all the lymph nodes in my neck, accordingly I have been   

under the knife where they laid me open from the ear to the throat. The surgeon advised 
that four of 30 lymph nodes were affected; however, he believes he has got it all out as far 

as he can see. As cancer is at the cellular level I am now required to get a dose or 30 of 
radiation therapy. I will be away from the 3rd of December through to the 28th of January 
2019. Whilst away Jarrod Walker will be the Acting CEO. I will still have access to all my 

emails and I will have my telephone so will still be able to contribute. I thank all those who 
have wished me well, fingers crossed we can beat this bastard, I know I will give it my best 

shot, I also thank Council and staff for their support.  
 

Dave and Nat have commenced fogging for mosquitoes around town as the weather    
gradually warms up, they have also been busy weeding, spraying and general duties 
around town. Nat and Dave have also repaired the solar pump tracking, tidied up the tip 

and continued with the town maintenance and gardening.   
 

The CRBA held their AGM on the 26th of October in Carnarvon.  Dave Higgs attended on the 
Shire’s behalf.  The aerial baiting run has been completed.  At the time of writing Dave is 
compiling a list of which stations were serviced and which were missed.  Dave is continuing 

with following up permits and aligning us with protocol. The Mesquite spraying programme 
is set to begin again this year, the herbicide has been delivered and the crew commenced 

at the end of October. 
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 Council News 

Shiney has relocated the old house from the old caravan park which will allow us to commence 

installing the new war memorial in time for ANZAC day ceremonies next year.  We have also 
had Quantum Surveyors conduct a pickup of the old caravan park which will be used to plan 

the proposed tourist stop facility. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had major disruptions to Ullawarra Road for which I had to close it to the general 

public, as the road was in an unsafe condition. The vast majority of the damage was caused by 
contractors associated with the Yangibana Rare Earth Project. I have provided an exemption 
for Pastoral Activities and the Dampier Bunbury Natural Gas Pipeline personnel.  It is estimated 

the damage is in the order of $2,600,000.00. I have appointed TALIS as the primary conduit to 
work out a plan with Hastings to undertake the remedial works and have this road  re-opened, 

the reason for this appointment is to ensure that we have one point of contact to avoid mixed 
messages and confusion of who said what.  

 
I am pleased to advise that the Shire are the recipient of $2,828,684.00 funding under the 
Heavy Vehicle Safety and Productivity Program. Hastings have provided a letter to confirm that 

they will commit the additional $2,828,684.00 thus providing a total project budget of 
$5,657,369.00. The purpose of this grant is for the widening of roads and  intersections,       

installing signs, widening stock grids and causeways and line marking at various locations 
across the Gascoyne Key Route, will improve productivity for primary producers and the mining 

and tourist industries, and improve safety.  
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There was a good attendance at this year’s Melbourne Cup function which was held at 

the Tavern.  Robyn took out best dressed for the female and Alys took out best hat.  For 

the boys Fred got best dressed with young Riley McKeough taking out best hat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John McCleary, JP 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Council News 
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GASCOYNE 

JUNCTION 

CRAFT GROUP 

 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT 

 

8th and 9th December @ The Shire Chambers 

Sleeping in Dongas at Pavilion - please let Tina (tinainparis@westnet.com.au) know if you want a room and if you have 
children with you. 

CRAFT PROJECTS 

Christmas Wreath (All materials supplied you just need sewing machine and threads) 

Macrame Tree Decoration or Wall Hanging (All materials supplied) 

10 Minute Table Runner  (All materials supplied you just need sewing machine and threads) (Some have made these 
but decided we could revisit) 

Fabric Stars (No sew!) (All materials supplied to make 1 - if you want to make more for your tree each one needs          

4 x 8cm x 30cm Rectangles) 

Bauble Ornaments (All materials supplied) (some of you may have done this) 

FOOD 

Please bring 2 dishes to share (Smokos, Desserts, Salads) - Please email Tina with what you will be bringing - Craft will 
supply Ham and Turkey for Lunches 

Dinner at the Pub (@own cost) 

Toast and Condiments for breakfast (Craft supplied) 

SECRET SANTA 

Please bring a gift ($25 value) that is craft related 

Hope to see you all at craft otherwise please have a Very Merry Christmas from the Craft Group 

Kind regards 

Alys 

 

Carey Downs Station 

Carnarvon WA 6701 

Phone 08 9943 0924 

careydownsstn@gmail.com 

mailto:tinainparis@westnet.com.au
mailto:careydownsstn@gmail.com
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Newsletter  

14/11/2018 

PRINCIPAL’S POST 

Hello there Parents, Carers and Community members,  

One the most frequent conversations Educators have 

with parents and carers is around the question, “How 

well is my child progressing?”   

Whilst the Principal can give a general professional 

opinion about what has been observed, noted or      

discussed, to get the real nitty gritty of an individual’s 

development, your child’s teacher is the one to see. In 

the classroom you will see work samples, anecdotal 

notes, test results and the context in which your child is 

working. You have the opportunity to share knowledge 

about your child that will assist the teacher to better 

plan for them.  

As a school’s population is a reflection of the           

community in which the school is located, this too 

needs to be considered. At Gascoyne Junction we are 

blessed with cultural and social diversity. The context of 

the MAG class provides the opportunity for students to 

learn co-operation, empathy, appreciate other points of 

view, develop emotional intelligence and the ability to 

deal with problems in a safe environment. This is turn 

drives resilience for the child, a necessary attribute in 

the context of the real world.  

Nevertheless, we need to do more. From information 

gathered this year through parent/staff questionnaires, 

conversations, planning meetings, hearty debate and 

school data, we earmark a focus for 2019 on          

comprehension, writing and proactive communication 

to community. 

With your help and support, a relentless focus on    

comprehension and writing, and promoting proactive 

communication to community, I believe our students 

and school are on track for becoming an even better  

“darn good school in the middle of remote WA!” 

Chris Polakiewicz 

Principal 

 

  

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 

THE FINAL SCHOOL COUN-

CIL MEETING FOR THE 

YEAR IS TO BE HELD ON 

THURSDAY 22nd NOVEM-

BER 
Staff room 

4:00pm 

TIME CAPSULE 

What an exciting event last weekend! 

The big dig 
uncovered not only a time capsule from the Education 

sector but a capsule from Local Government was un-

earthed as well!! 

This resulted in another whole discussion around Shire 

history. 

Stay tuned, I’m sure there will be more news about this in 

the pipeline soon. 

 

 

Congratulations to the team captained by Vince Catania 

who brought Team Kempton to their knees!!! 

Classic catch went to Ross Collins. 

Back to back wins!! 

Top of the Line was won by 

Chase Chong-Wee, a budding star! 
 

Thanks to Omo, Ali and Fred  
What an absolutely splendid spread! 

More about this, and pics, in the following pages. 

AND THEN BEGAN PINK STUMPS 
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STUDENT INFORMATION  
As mentioned in an earlier newsletter, students’ individual progress to date is steady. Data, including benchmark testing,  

NAPLAN, formal and informal assessments and observations indicate a consistent upward trend in improvement for all       
students.  
Final preparations are now underway for the end of year reports. 

If you wish to make an appointment with Mr Peter Polakiewicz and Ms Toni Lewis prior to the distribution of reports, please 
touch base at your earliest convenience.   
We have earmarked an interview day after distribution of reports.  This will occur on Monday 10th December.  Please make 

an appointment time through the office between 3:00pm and 6:00pm to discuss your child’s progress.  
 

                      As soon as the word “reports” raises its head in Term 4, it is full steam ahead as staff                   
                      race against that old enemy time…to complete goals prior to Christmas! 
                      As in previous years, the school will conduct a Celebration of Learning where students’               

                      progress is formally recognised and celebrated.  This takes place on Thursday 13th December   
                     and is followed by the Shire Christmas party. Please keep an eye out for your invitation. 
 

Time capsule 

On the 24th October 1993 a time capsule was buried to celebrate 100 years of Education in W.A. It was buried by Les     

Kempton and Steffan Silcox. On November the 3rd 2018, we opened the capsule as decreed by the inscription written on the 

plaque some 25 years ago. 

At the beginning of the day we were concerned that attendance was not as high as we would have hoped.  But as the time 

ticked away more and more and more people gathered outside the Community Resource Centre for the digging up of 

the Time Capsule.  It had been below ground for 25 years! 

It was with pleasure we welcomed all to the event. We made our way across to the area where the capsule was located.  
Councillor Jim Caunt kindly dropped himself into the metre deep pre-dig to access the capsule. Vince Catania MLA was by his 

side to assist in the delicate extraction. 

              

It was warm and the digging continued. Wonder was in the air as it was debated whether the wide, white PVC pipe could 
have been the passage of a sewerage or water line for Junction. Finally the cylinder was found to have a lid, then the other 

end was uncovered.  Carefully it was removed and examined.  Here it was the 25 year old time capsule clearly marked 
“School”! 

Speculation mounted when the call went out “There’s another one in here!”  

Everyone huddled around the hole and peered into its depths.  Sure  
enough another cylinder was there.  When it was hauled from the ground,  

the word Shire was written clearly on the outside.  
Of course that proved a conundrum. Was this to be opened now too? Some said “Yes”, some said “No”.  

The decision was made to hand over the capsule to the Shire of Upper Gascoyne CEO Mr John McLeary.  “I’ll have to do some 

research” was the cry.  No doubt another event may soon be in the wind. 

     

All of us traipsed across to the school where Ms Theona Mitchell Smith opened the capsule and read some of the written    

information from 25 years ago.  Members of the community perused old newspapers, and photos, read about dreams, goals, 
predictions and wondered what could be on the Video that was encased within the capsule. 

A new time capsule was buried on this day in 2018 by Abigail and Santanah, the youngest and oldest student at the event on 

the day. It is to be opened in 25 years’ time on 3rd November 2043. 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://i.pinimg.com/originals/86/ca/8f/86ca8f55a2a262bad62ebd28eafcf8a4.png&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/321796335845822329/&docid=YDwLrvg6i5oZMM&tbnid=RU84sxdymwvwhM:&vet=12ahUKEwi9vLukrM7eAhUDWysKHd0QAak4y


 12 

 
On this day, a 2007 capsule, which 
was found in the deep dark recesses 

of the Junction cupboards, was also 
buried. This capsule is due to be 
opened in 25 years on                    

3rd November in 2032. 

 

 

 

                                           
 

 

The school is now in the process of collating the information from the 1993 capsule into a history display for all to  
enjoy in the near future.    

Thanks to Margaret Rowe-the instigator of this great event, the tireless staff for assisting with organisation, the     
students of Gascoyne Junction Remote Community School for their contributions to the time capsule and you the Gas-
coyne Junction Community for supporting this event. What a great day! 

 
 

          

 

And then came……… 
PINK STUMPS 
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Bridie demonstrates Respect For Others by actively listening.   

We know she is listening because she looks at the speaker whether they are a friend or a staff 

member. 

Bridie waits until the person has finished speaking before she  speaks.  She raises her hand 

when she wants to say something. 

Every single thing that she is expected to do Bridies does quickly and as well as she can.  

When people respect others, it sometimes shows us that they respect themselves as well. Bri-

dies does this when she moves away from people who annoy her. This shows respect to them 

because she is thinking of their feelings and respect to herself because she has decided she 

works better away from that person. 

I think you have a right to be very proud of yourself Bridie. 

Well done and congratulations. 

 

Respect For Others 
This week’s winner is 

Bridie Walker 
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 Coming Events  
22nd Thursday  November  

School Council Meeting. 4:00pm in the staffroom 
 

22nd November 

Jodie and Karen out on PL. 
 
30th November 

Occupational Therapist and Speech Pathologist at the school. 
 
7th December 

Reports out. 
 

10th December 

Parent Interviews. 
 

13th December  
Last day of school. 
Celebration of Learning and Christmas Party. 

 
14th December 

Holidays! 

 
 

Students return to school on Monday 4th February 2019 

 

 

 Final School Council Meeting for 

2019 

 Thursday 22nd November 4:00pm in the staff 

room 

Agenda 

 WWC/Crimscreen 

 Fees and Charges 

 Professional Learning/pupil free days 

 Parent info booklet 
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SUMMER BBQ 

Starts This Wednesday 21st November 

2018 

& Every Wednesday 

Only At 

Junction Pub & Tourist Park 

 

24hr Marinated Scotch Fillet,  

Spicy Chicken Wings, Lamb & Greek    

Salad 

Only $15.00 
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We are currently in the process of updating the local phone book if you want to 

add or make any changes to your details please fill out the form  below and  

return to the Shire Office or email to  

 adminmanager@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au 

Name: ______________________________________________________  

Station Name:_________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: ________________________ 

Other Building’s Phone: _________________________________________ 

      ________________________________________ 

Satellite Phone: _______________________________________________ 

Fax: ________________________________ 

Mobile/s: ____________________________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________________ 

UHF Channel:________________________________________________ 

If you own a business and wish to advertise in the Phone Book, Please fill out 

the details below and return to the Shire Office. Business advertising cost, is 

$20.00 per year. 

Business Name: _____________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _____________________ 

Fax: ______________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ 

What you can offer: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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Got a Birthday coming up? Contact 

the Gassy Gossip by email at 

crc@uppergascoyne.wa.gov.au  

  November 

 4 Laney McKeough 

 14 Dustin Walker 

 21 Dot Hammarquist 

 21 Tairelle Ryan 

 

  December 

 1  Damian Leighton 

 1 Donald Kelly 

 27 Levi ChongWee 

 

Aluminium Cans 

Dear Community members please 

take your  aluminium cans to the wool 

bales at the Junction Pub. So they can 

be sent to Carnarvon and sold for 

scrap where the money is then        

donated back to community groups 

such as the Gascoyne School of the 

Air and the Royal Flying Doctor. 

John Wheelock 
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 Duck a l’Orange modern style 

INGREDIENTS 

1 Whole Duck 

Orange Salt Rub 
2 tblsp flaked salt 
2 blood oranges, zested 
1 sml sprig rosemary, finely chopped 
¼ tsp black pepper 

 

 

Blood Orange Sauce 
2 zested blood oranges, Juiced 
2  blood oranges, thinly sliced 
½ cup sugar 
½ cup duck stock 
2 tblsp verjuice 
1 tsp cornflour 
1 tblsp water 
1 tblsp butter, cubed 

METHOD 

1. Rinse the whole duck under running water. Thoroughly pat dry with paper towel inside and out. 
2. In a small bowl combine the flaked salt, blood orange zest, rosemary and black pepper. Use the back of a 
small spoon to blend. 
3. Place the duck onto the roasting rack inside the roasting pan and liberally sprinkle the flavoured salt over the 
duck. 
4. Roast the duck in the pre-heated oven 180c for 40 minutes per Kg until golden and juices run clear when 
tested. Remove duck from oven and allow to rest 10 -15 minutes. 

Sauce 
Place the blood orange juice, slices, sugar, stock and ver juice into the saucepan and simmer over medium heat 
8 minutes. Whisk in the combined cornflour and water and stir until liquid boils. Remove from heat and cool 2 
minutes, whisk in the cubed butter. 

To Serve 
Serve roasted duck with seasonal vegetables and drizzle with Blood Orange sauce. 

CHEF’S TIPS 

If blood oranges are not available use sweet navels or valencia oranges. Replace blood orange juice with    
pomegranate or cranberry juice for a delicious difference. 
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375 gram mixed dried fruit 

1/2 cup orange juice 

1/2 cup brandy 

225 gram unsalted butter, softened 

3/4 cup brown sugar 

3 eggs 

1 cup breadcrumbs 

1 cup plain flour, sifted 

1/4 cup cocoa 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

1 teaspoon ground allspice 

icing sugar, raspberries, blueberries, custard, to 
serve 

Chocolate Christmas pudding 

 

 

 

 

 

In a large glass bowl, combine fruit, juice and brandy. Cover with plastic wrap. Set aside for 30 minutes. 

Preheat oven to 160°C. Lightly grease a 2-litre pudding basin and line base with baking paper. 

In a large bowl, using an electric mixer, beat butter and sugar together until creamy. Add eggs, one at a time, 

beating well after each addition. Fold in breadcrumbs, sifted combined flour, cocoa, spices and fruit with brandy. 

Bake for 2 hours until cooked when tested. Cool in basin for 5 minutes before turning onto a cooling rack. 

Spoon mixture into basin, smoothing top. Cover with baking paper and lid (or a layer of foil and secure with string). 

Serve dusted with icing sugar, topped with raspberries and blueberries. Accompany with custard If liked. 

METHOD 

INGREDIENTS 

To make homemade custard; bring 2 cups milk with 1 teaspoon vanilla just to the boil. Beat 4 egg yolks, ½ cup 

sugar and 1 tablespoon cornflour. Whisk in milk. Stir over low heat until just boiling. Stir in 2 tablespoon brandy.    
Cover with plastic wrap touching surface if not used straight away.  
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01. What did Pierce Egan add to the basic eggnog recipe when he created a variation of eggnog called 

"Tom and Jerry."  
a. 2 tablespoons of vanilla ice cream 
b. 1/2 oz of brandy 

c. 1/2 oz of whiskey 
d. 3 tablespoons of cream 

02. In what year did the US postal System issue its first Christmas stamp? 
a. 1942 
b. 1952 

c. 1962 
d. 1972 

03. How many times is the name Santa Claus used in "the Night Before Christmas"? 

a. 0 
b. 2 
c. 5 

d. 7 

04. What two reindeers are mentioned in the song "Here Comes Santa Claus"? 
a. Dancer and Prancer 

b. Donder and Blixen 
c. Vixen and Blixen 
d. Comet and Cupid 

05. What country started the gift exchange tradition? 
a. Italy 
b. The Netherlands 

c. Greece 
d. Israel 

06. In "Gift of the Magi", how much did Della get for her hair?  
a. $10 
b. $17 

c. $20 
d. $21 

07. Who wrote "The Night Before Christmas"? 

a. Peter Collington  
b. Clement Moore 
c. Chris Van Allsburg 

d. Raymond Briggs 

08. What was the first artificial tree made of? 
a. Glass 

b. Plastic 
c. Feathers 
d. Silk 

09. What musical instrument was "Silent Night" first played on? 
a. Guitar 

b. Organ 
c. Flute 
d. Harp 

10. Which of the following names was not considered for Tiny Tim's character in "A Christmas Carol"? 
a. Little Larry 
b. Puny Pete 

c. Small Sam 
d. Wee Willie 
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11. What is Santa's name in Holland? 

a. Father Christmas 
b. Grandfather Frost 
c. St. Nicholas 

d. Christkind 

12. In what country was the first Christmas card created? 

a. France 
b. Germany 
c. Spain 

d. England 

13. In what country was the poinsettia first grown and known as "Flower of the Holy Night"? 
a. Canada 

b. Mexico 
c. Greece 
d. Egypt 

14. In what country did the real St. Nicholas live? 
a. Denmark 
b. The Netherlands 

c. Bulgaria 
d. Turkey 

15. In what ocean can you find Christmas Island? 

a. Indian Ocean 
b. Arctic Ocean 
c. Atlantic Ocean 

d. Pacific Ocean 

16. Which US state was the first to recognize Christmas as an offical holiday? 

a. New York 
b. Alabama 
c. Virginia 

d. Pennsylvania 

17. In "It's a Wonderful Life," what is the angel's first name? 
a. Clarence 

b. Samuel 
c. William 
d. Stanley 

18. What are hot cockles? 
a. A Christmas beverage 
b. A Christmas pastry 

c. A Christmas game 
d. A Christmas decoration 

19. If you were to receive all of the gifts in the song "The 12 Days of Christmas,"                                        

how many gifts would you receive? 
a. 144 

b. 284 
c. 364 
d. 424 

20. In what European country is "The Nutcracker" set? 
a. Germany 
b. Russia 

c. Poland 
d. Denmark 
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 December  January 

13th  Council Meeting                    

&   

     Community                  

Christmas Party 

7th Shire Office Reopens for 

Business 

    

    

21st Shire Office          

Shutdown 

  

    

    

NOVEMBER 2018 
   

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

      1 2 3 4 
         Pink Stumps  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
  Melbourne Cup  

Luncheon     

  

          

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
              

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
            

26 27 28 29 30     
    Council    

Meeting 

  

        

    NOTES: 

      


